[Omentopexy associated with the use of Redon catheters in post-cardiac surgery mediastinitis with vascular prosthesis infection: immediate results in five patients].
Post-cardiac surgery mediastinitis is a dangerous complication with an elevated mortality risk particularly when infection affects vascular prostheses. In this paper we report our experience with the use of extensive disinfection and washing of the mediastinum with iodopovidone, followed by omental transposition into the chest with the use of Redon catheters. Between September 2001 and March 2007, 5 patients were treated with this technique (submitted to Bentall intervention in 2 cases, substitution of the ascending aorta, Bentall intervention with substitution of the aortic arch and substitution of the aortic arch in 1 case, respectively), due to a sternomediastinitis and correlated infection of the vascular prosthesis. Among them, 3 consisted of a redo surgery. One patient with unstable hemodynamic conditions died of multiorgan failure following a state of generalized sepsis; the remaining 4 patients had complete resolution of the clinical picture. None showed complications related to the procedure. The 4 survived patients were followed up at 1 month and underwent clinical and instrumental evaluation by chest computed tomography, which yielded negative results without signs of infection. Our limited experience definitely encourages us to use these combined techniques in the treatment of post-cardiac surgery mediastinitis in patients with vascular prostheses.